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tear long before the thread will break. On the other
hand, for books printed or written on vellum the
strongest possible sewing material is needed because,
however strong it may be, the vellum is so tough that
any thread would break before the vellum would tear,
and the thickest plaited silk prepared for surgical use
may well be used for sewing vellum books. For sewing
books on ordinary good paper unbleached thread is
sufficiently strong.

Sometimes., when the sections of a book are thin and
very numerous, it is necessary to sew 'two sheets on5 in
order to prevent excessive swelling in the back. In
ordinary sewing the thread passes along the inside of
the section, making a continuous series of stitches
between the bands and between the top and tail bands
and the 'kettle' stitches. In sewing 'two sheets on' the
stitches are divided between two sections, thus halving
the amount of thread used and so making only half as
much 'swelling5, as if the book was sewn 'all along'.

Sometimes books of small value are stabbed. Holes
are punched or drilled through the leaves near to the
back from side to side, and thread or cord is laced
through these holes and through protecting boards,
that may be hinged. This is quite a good and cheap
method for securing newspapers and odd sheets cut
from magazines, catalogues, &c., but stabbed books
open badly and the method should not be used for any
books of value. (See Fig. 7.)

What is known as Trench' sewing is sewing without
tapes or cords. French novels are usually sewn in this
way, and the sewing is only expected to hold the sections
together until they are bound by the purchaser. A
stronger form of French sewing is often used hi this
country for publishers' binding, but the absence of slips
makes the connexion between the book and its case